
Plant Indicator Status Categories

On the National List of Plant Species that Occur in Wetlands,
plants are assigned an indicator status to assist in the field
identification of wetlands and hydrophytic species. The indicator
status ranges from "obligate wetland" (plants that almost always
occur in wetlands) to "upland" (plants that usually occur in
non-wetlands). The following table provides each indicator and it's
definition. 

      

Indicator
Category

Indicator
Symbol Definition

Obligate
Wetland OBL

Plants that occur almost always
(estimated probability >99 percent) in
wetlands under natural conditions, but
which may also occur rarely (estimated

probability 

Facultative
Wetlands FACW

Plants that occur usually (estimated
probability >67 percent to 99 percent) in

wetlands, but also occur (estimated
probability 1 percent to 33 percent) in

nonwetlands. Examples: Fraxinus
pennsylvanica, Cornus stolonifera. 

Facultative FAC

Plants with a similar likelihood (estimated
probability 33 percent to 67 percent) of

occurring in both wetlands and
nonwetlands. Examples: Gleditsia

triacanthos, Smilax rotundifolia

Facultative
Upland FACU

Plants that occur sometimes (estimated
probability 1 percent to 67 percent to 99

percent) in nonwetlands. Examples:
Quercus rubra, Potentilla arguta.
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Upland UPL
Plants that occur rarely (estimated

probability 99 percent) in nonwetlands
under natural conditions. Examples: Pinus

echinata, Bromus mollis.

 
 

Point of Contact: Regulatory Reception or
Contact a Specific Staff Member

Phone: (206)
764-3495

Email:
MARNE.A.PACKER@USACE.ARMY.MIL
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